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Centre Area Transportation Authority (CATA)  



Who are we?  

CATA Service Area  



Who are we?  
CATA BUS COMMUNITY & CAMPUS SERVICE  

Å Regional bus system connecting participating municipalities 

with Downtown State College and the Penn State Campus.  

Å Fare-free Downtown/Campus circulator LOOP and cross -

Campus LINK service.  

 

 

 
 

FY 2009/10   

7,100,000 million trips!  

Highest ridership/capita  

of any small urban area  

in U.S.  



CNG Program Components:  
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CNG Program Components:  

CNG Buses replacement timeline  
Å 1993: The CATA Board of Directors decided to replace all of 

CATAõs  fleet with buses fueled by compressed natural gas (CNG). 

 

Å 1995: CATA took delivery of its first 16 CNG buses, arranged with 

an adjacent UniMart to provide CNG to the public.  

 

Å 1994 -2004: CATA purchased 34 additional CNG -fueled low -floor 

New Flyer and Eldorado buses.  

 

Å 2005: Arrival of two Ford CNG -fueled minibuses gave CATA the 

distinction of being one of the first transit systems on the East 

Coast with a 100% CNG bus fleet.  

 

Å 2009: CATA acquired ten òused but still usefuló 35õ CNG buses 

from Orlando; subsequently traded two of them for 40õ buses from 

Indiana, PA.  

 

 

 

 



CNG Program Components:  

Fueling Facility  
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CNG Program Components:  

Fueling Facility timeline  
Å 1995: CATA, the PA Dept. of Environmental Protection and 

Columbia Gas partnered to build CATAõs CNG compressing, 

storage and dispensing facility.  

 

Å 1999:  A third CNG dispenser, donated by Columbia Gas, was 

installed to provide additional fueling capacity.  

 

Å 2002: Canopy placed over the CNG dispenser so that the 

Maintenance staff could fuel buses out of the weather.  

 

Å 2003: A second dispenser was installed to provide a back -up.  

 

Å 2008 -2009: CATA replaced two of the original CNG compressors 

and added a new gas dryer.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



CNG Program Components: 
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Experience -Benefits:  

Research Opportunities  

2006 -2008 - CATA and PSUõs Larson Transportation 
Institute (LTI) partnered to convert a CNG bus to run on a 

Hydrogen/CNG blend (HCNG).  

 

 


